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Four Paths to Powder Pleasure

8y: Crai 5. Bower

What Northwest skier hasn't conjured up this sort
of fantasy? Racing down a mountainside, carving
deep lines in the powder, zigzagging through
glades, then dropping into vast, snowy bowls
surrounded by breathtaking vistas of jagged peaks
and cerulean lakes. Having reached the bottom,
you pop off your skis, climb aboard a helicopter
with a few close friends and are whisked up to a
new peak before beginning another mind-altering
descent. For many alpine skiers, few greater
thrills exist.

Heliskiing used to be thought as the domain of
faraway experts and extremists, a figment
exclusive to the thrill films of Warren Miller. Not
anymore. Contemporary heliskiing, while not
cheap, does accommodate a variety of skill levels
and can be as convenient as a day's commute.







